The Cirth From The Lord of the Rings





The cirth (runes) from The Lord of the Rings were used by the Dwarves in Moria for their inscriptions.  The ANGERTH.TTF file contains the Angerthas TrueType font.  You should install that font using the Control Panel before trying to read the rest of this document.





The following table contains the cirth in the order used by J.R.R. Tolkien in the appendix of The Return of the King.  The certh number is first, followed by the certh itself, then the English equivalent of the pronunciation, followed finally by the key you must press to get the certh.  When the pronunciation lists two possibilities, the second is the Angerthas Moria pronunciation, which was used by Tolkien in the inscription on the title page of The Lord of the Rings.
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The notation “A0235” means that you must press the Alt key and type the numbers 0235 on the numeric keypad to produce that character.  If you’re using Microsoft Word, Num Lock must be active first.  Alternately, Word 6.0 has the ability to shorten this process: ë, for example, can be produced by Ctrl-Shift-; followed by e.


The runic inscription from the front of the Lord of the Rings is:


ðë`lord.of.ðë`riNs.translatëd.from.ðë`red.bOk.


The inscription was rendered using the following sequence of keystrokes:


ðë`lord.of.ðë`riNs.translatëd.from.ðë`red.bOk.


The inscription is of course in English, not dwarven, and rendered in modern English spelling is “The Lord of the Rings translated from the Red Book.”  The Red Book was written by Bilbo, Frodo and Sam, and was Tolkien’s source.


The inscription was written using the Angerthas Moria pronunciations of the cirth.  Dots are used instead of spaces between words, and are usually kerned with the preceding character.  In this font, there are three dots: the period, which is in the center of the character cell, the underscore (_), which is at the bottom of the character cell, and the grave accent (`), which is at the top of the character cell.  In the inscription, kerning was used to make the certh and the dot come together: ë`.  If you use a word processor that doesn’t do kerning (such as Windows Write), you won’t be able to achieve this effect.


I have omitted the stemless forms of ë (in in the word “translated” above, Tolkien used the stemless form and kerned it under the t).  Since kerning is a hassle, I have omitted these simplified forms of the ë certh, and rendered it thus only.


Upper and lower case were not used with the cirth; since there are so many more cirth than English letters, I have arranged the lower case letters to have the most direct equivalences, and placed phonetically similar sounds on the upper case letters.  For example, s (s) is on the s key, while S (sh) is on the S key.  There are many symbols which have no logical mapping on the keyboard; in those cases I randomly chose punctuation marks.  I also assigned the numbers, but it is doubtful that the Dwarves used the Arabic number notation.


If you’re not familiar with Old English or Icelandic orthography, a few points may help to explain some of the characters.  In Old English (also called Anglo-Saxon) the th sound in the word “thorn” was represented by the single letter “þ”, and was called “thorn.”  The th sound in the word “the” was repesented in Old English by the single letter “ð” (called “eth”).  Therefore, instead of writing “thing,” they wrote “þing” in Old English.  Therefore, Tolkien spelled “the” as ðë, and would have spelled “thing” as þiN (see below). In the Angerthas, there are many such letters that combine the sounds of two or more English letters.  N is the ng sound in the word “ring.”  q is the qu sound in “queen.”  K is the guttural sound of ch in “Bach” (often spelled kh).  G is a voiced version of kh, usually written gh.  This sound does not appear in Western European languages, but does occur in Arabic.  C is as ch in “church.”  S is as sh in “shut.”  Z is as s in “measure.”  W is as wh in “what.”


The cirth bear much resemblance to the Futhark runes used from 100 BC–1300 AD by the Germanic tribes of Europe, but few of the cirth’s pronunciations correspond to any of the Futhark runes of the same shape; the two writing systems really have nothing to do with each other.  Tolkien was a linguist, and when he created the cirth, he started from scratch, applying linguistic principles to the progression of the symbols from one sound to another (voice, aspiration, etc.).  For example, the symbol b is pronounced b in the cirth, but is r in the Futhark runes; r is r in the cirth, but t in the Futhark.


If you have any questions or comments, please direct them to


Bruce Kvam


13012 Jane Ln.


Minnetonka, MN  55343


bkvam@io.com


Angerthas
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